MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL OF HUNSTANTON

HELD IN HUNSTANTON COUNCIL CHAMBER ON 

FRIDAY 13th JANUARY 2012 AT 6:30 PM 

Present:            Mayor:  Cllr. C Bower

Deputy Mayor: Cllr E Clutton 
Town Councillors:
C Earnshaw
C Dunbar
R Webb
R Davies




A Murray
G Smith
J Smith
C Allman





J Maiden
D Jones
J Johnson
B Devlin
Also present:-
2 x members of the Public

1 Police Representatives
Town Clerk
NCLLR Bett p/t
1. Prayers

In the absence of the Mayor’s Chaplain the Mayor led the Council in prayers. 
2. Apologies For Absence 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs N Godfrey-Cole, L Brister, R Bird, Bcllr Beal and the Deputy Clerk.. 
3.

Residents Question Time


Mr P Richardson thanked everyone who took part in the pantomime. Also those involved in 
the Resolution Ramble.

Mr M Ruston reported that at the Chamber of Trade AGM it was agreed that they would work 
more closely with all businesses and HTC in order to move forward.

4.
Police Liaison Officer
Sgt. Bane was in attendance and gave the following report:

The new policing model commenced on 09/01/2012 and there are now officers working around the clock from Hunstanton Police Station.  

There have been 9 crimes recorded in the town since your last meeting.  This is a 50% reduction on the number recorded for the same period last year.

There have been no burglaries of either houses or business premises.  No thefts from motor vehicles and no assaults recorded.  These are the main priority crimes that we are trying to reduce.

There have been two incidents of disorder which amount to notifiable crimes.  Both are minor matters of abusive behaviour in the street. 

Three damage offences have been recorded.  Neither of which are of note.  And the remaining crimes are minor thefts, including mobile telephones stolen from a bar and an unattended bag at the High School.  

The neighbourhood policing team’s priorities have been to reduce anti-social behaviour in the town and specifically in Park Road.  

Three youths have been charged in relation to the assault on a student leaving Smithdon which was reported to you last month.

5.
Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk
There were no Borough Councillors present.
6.
Norfolk County Council

This item was delayed as NCllr Bett was running late.
7.
Mayor’s Remarks
The Mayor gave the following report:

It was no great surprise that the Panto was such a success given the ingredients; a great writer, wonderful actors and a brilliant support team. It was a great joy to see full houses and very happy audiences. Long may it continue in Hunstanton and a thank you to all involved

The Christmas Day swim with a longer run out to the waves for the plungers, brought a larger than ever turn out to Sunny Hunny on a surprisingly balmy December morning! Well done again to the Round Table.

This year started the New Year with the Resolution Ramble, the first Olympic event in the country! Although the turn-out wasn’t hundreds, it was thorough enjoyed by those who took part.

The council is very much looking forward to taking over the running of the TIC at the beginning of April. This is with no small thanks to Cllr Webb for his hard work in looking into the accounts so that we could move more confidently.

Cllr Dunbar has advised that the orchard is being planted on Saturday 11th of February at 10.30 am. What a wonderful achievement!

If something in our Town is important to us we need to support it and this is certainly the case with the Princess Theatre. When the lease is signed there will be a Town meeting where residents will have the opportunity to put their thoughts on what is needed, to the new management.  Please keep your eyes open for this, and do come along if at all possible. A thriving Theatre could be such a boost to so many businesses in our Town as well as providing quality entertainment. 

As you know, much work is going on to produce a spectacular and fitting celebration of the Diamond Jubilee. We want to make this a really great event. To that end we would greatly appreciate help on the day (Monday 4th June), even if just an hour, to help, as marshalls, guides and general assistants. Although it’s nearly 6 months away we need to be organised. 

If anyone wishes to be more involved in the organisational side, the next meeting is at 7pm on 6th February in the Golden Lion. 

We are fund-raising for this with Cllrs Clutton and Earnshaw doing Sunday car boot sales, Chris Amos doing an Antarctic slide show and there is also a Spring Ball and the Mayors Gala, where the Rendezvous café have offered to provide a free buffet. A great Town effort.

Need-less-to-say the County and Borough will be asked to help as well!

8.
Minutes – Confirmation of 

The minutes of the meeting of the Full Council held on 16 December 2011, a copy of which had been distributed to councillors prior to the meeting, were considered. .
RESOLVED (unanimous) the minutes of 16 December 2011 be approved.

9.
Minutes – Matters Arising

There were no matters arising.
10.
Questions 


No questions had been submitted.
11.
Committee Recommendations 

The Recommendations made at the General Purpose and Finance Committee meetings held on 4 January 2012, copies of the minutes, which had been distributed to councillors prior to the meeting, were considered. 

RESOLVED (unanimous) the recommendations made at the meeting of the General Purposes Committee held on 4 January 2012 be adopted.
Cllr Murray voiced his unhappiness at giving a donation to a boxing club, this he had already voiced at the Finance meeting.
RESOLVED (11 for) the recommendations made at the meeting of the Finance Committee held on 4 January 2012 be adopted. 
12.
TIC Development Working Party

Consideration was given to the election of members to form the new TIC Development 
Working Party which will report to the Town Hall Management Committee. First meeting to 
take place on Wednesday 18th January 2012 at 4.30pm in the Council Chamber.


RESOLVED (unanimous) Cllrs. Davies, Webb, G Smith, Jones, Earnshaw, Johnson, Murray,


J Smith, Clutton, Bower and the Town Clerk.
13.
LDF Core Strategy – location of facilities/services

Consideration was given to a request from the BCKWN LDF Team to supply locations of 
facilities/services in Hunstanton. Copy of letter distributed to members prior to the meeting.


A lengthy debate took place over the locations of the requested services list. It was agreed that 
the Clerk would collate all information in presentation format for BCKLWN.

13A
(Agenda item 6) Norfolk County Council

Cllr. Bett reported that there would be £8.6million going into Social/Child Services.

The police budget will be down 6.7% on last year. A decision has to be made whether to accept the Government’s offer of £1.7million for capital projects or to put costs on the precept, this would work out at 17p per week on a Band D property. This money would enable the police to put PCSO’s into schools so students learn to respect the police. Trials have been carried out and they have worked, showing a decrease in anti-social behaviour.
With 300 youth projects closing over Norfolk and many youngsters not in education or work, there is a likelihood of increased crime. This is where the PCSO project helps.

Cllr Webb voiced his concerns at PCSO’s being present in schools

The Clerk was concerned that the increase in precept would be paid by all but only benefit the schools where there was a serious problem and not places such as Hunstanton. Cllr Bett gave his assurance that everywhere would benefit.

Cllr Bett requested a straw poll. 11 Councillors were in favour of the increased precept, 2 abstained.

Cllr Allman left the meeting at this juncture due to work commitments.
14.
Correspondence 
1. CLG

Communities and Local Government Council Tax Referendums

2. CPRE
Planning Explained Booklet  in partnership with NALC
3. CPRE
Norfolk Voice Newsletter December 2011
4. CPRE
Fieldwork newsletter Winter 2011
5. RCC

Norfolk RCC Signpost newsletter December 2011
6. Guides

1st Hunstanton Guides thank you card for donation.
7. Community Car
Thank you letter for donation dated 6th January 2012.
8. M C Thomas
letter dated 30th December 2011 re; Lighthouse garden, whale etc.
9. R Melton

letter dated 6th January 2012 re:- Sheepfield Rubbish.

#8
At the request of Cllr Jones the Clerk read out this item.

#9
At the request of Cllr Murray the Clerk read out this item.

#7
At the request of Cllr Murray the Clerk read out this item.

#6
At the request of Cllr Maiden the Clerk read out this item.

It was agreed to ask Cllr Bird when the rubbish will be cleared from the Cemetery.

17.
Additional Residents Question Time


Mr. Pat Richardson commented that two years ago the HTC litter pick had included the 
Cemetery.

Meeting closed at 7:54 pm.
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