MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE OF 

HUNSTANTON TOWN COUNCIL HELD IN HUNSTANTON COUNCIL CHAMBER ON WEDNESDAY 4th JANUARY 2012 AT 6:30 PM

Committee members present :-

A Murray (Chairman)

C Earnshaw
R Bird

G Smith
E Clutton 

J Maiden
C Dunbar 
J Johnson
D Jones
R Davies
R Webb
 L Brister
C Bower

Also present :-

L J Powell (Town Clerk)

S C Amos (Deputy Town Clerk)

Public x 4
1.
Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs N Godfrey-Cole, C Allman &
J Smith. 
2.
Minutes  -  confirmation of
The minutes of the General Purposes Committee meeting held on 7th December 2011 were confirmed as a true record. 
3.
Matters Arising

General Purpose Meeting 2nd November 2011 – Item 4

Improvements to Pedestrian Crossing on A149


The Clerk read out a letter from NCC regarding pedestrian refuge crossing 
improvements on the A149. Work to commence from or soon after 13th February 
2012. Copy of diversionary route supplied. It was noted that there had been no 


meeting called of the Footpaths & Streetlights Working Party and therefore an 


invitation had not been extended to the Transport Portfolio holder at NCC.

Cllr Murray wished it minuted that the letter regarding off-street parking charges 


had not been sent due to the consultation process having ended.
4.
Planning Applications

The E-Planning Committee had addressed the following applications since the last 
meeting:

11/02054CU  Vegas Amusements plan to change some of the floor area to retail use.   
SUPPORTED

11/01943/CU  Change of use from an estate agents office to a cafe.   SUPPORTED

11/01962/F  An amendment to the Pier Entertainment Centre proposed 10 doors.   Continue to OPPOSE as the doors open onto a public footpath. If they opened inwards a different opinion might be forwarded.

11/02136/F  The owner is considering altering the premises into 4 flats, removing external staircase while retaining the shop.  SUPPORTED  

5.
Councillors Surgery Report

There had been no surgery due to the bank holiday.

6.
Chamber of Trade


Cllr Johnson reported on various issues that would be raised at the next meeting of 


the CoT which would be held on Wed 11 January 2012.
7.
Civic Society

Cllr Murray reported that on 17th January 2012 J Maiden & B Holmes would be 


making a presentation about re-instatement of the Railway and the Heritage Lottery 


funders would be attending on 31st January 2012.
8.
Norfolk Police Authority

Consideration was given to members attending the Norfolk Police Authority’s Open 
Meeting to discuss the Police Budget for 2012/2013 at 6:30 pm on 19th January 2012 
at Wymondham. Copy of information distributed to members prior to the meeting.

RECOMMEND (unanimous) a letter be sent to Norfolk Police Authority to 


establish what arrangements would be put in place for multiple arrests at an event.

No member wished to attend the meeting.
9.
Hunstanton Tourist Information Centre
A report from Cllr R Webb was received regarding the financial implications of HTC’s 
proposed takeover of the TIC. After a long debate it was agreed that Cllr Webb’s proposed 3rd Option be accepted. Members thanked Cllr Webb for all his hard work.

RECOMMEND (unanimous) HTC accept the BCKLWN’s offer to take-over the 


running of the TIC under the terms contained in the proposed management 


agreement and to commence on the 1st March 2012.
10.
Mary Portas High Street Review

At the request of Cllr Murray, consideration was given to the Mary Portas High 
Street Review and to what action, if any, HTC might take.  Copy of Civic Voice 
news alert was distributed to members prior to the meeting and a copy of Cllr 


Webb’s report and that of Mr. M Ruston to CoT was also circulated.  

A long discussion took place examining the various options.  Cllr Webb & Mr 

Ruston were thanked for their reports.

RECOMMEND (unanimous) a letter be sent to BCKLWN stating that HTC 

supported free parking for 2 hrs at the Valentine Road and Princess Theatre car parks or to be a very nominal charge to support shoppers and the High Street parking bay time restrictions should be extended from 45 minutes to 90 minutes for the same reason.  The Princess Theatre car park be re-named “Shoppers” car park.  
A copy of the letter to be sent to A Cox the Town Centre Manager and to BCllr A 

Beales.

RECOMMEND (unanimous) A Cox (Town Centre Manager) be invited to a 


meeting of the General Purposes Committee.

RECOMMEND (unanimous) the suggestions for establishing a street market along 


the High Street  or St Edmund’s Terrace be discussed fully at the next General 


Purpose Meeting. 

11.
Heritage Lottery Funding

At the request of Cllr Maiden, consideration was given to whether HTC should 
support the Civic Society’s application for Heritage Lottery Funding to reinstate 
Hunstanton Pier.  Copy of Cllr Maiden’s request was distributed to members prior to 
the meeting.


RECOMMEND (unanimous) HTC fully endorse in principle the attempts by 

J Maiden & the Civic Society to gain Heritage Lottery Funding for re-instatement of 

Hunstanton Pier.  The Town Hall to be used as a venue for the meeting with the 

Heritage Lottery Funding representatives at 2 pm on 31st January and the Town 

Mayor  Cllr C Bower to host the event.
Meeting closed at 8:00 pm
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